


















 
MEMO To: Des Moines Southeast Connector Project Team 

 Date: July 27, 2007 

 From: Jake Potter - Jane Mobley Associates 

 Subject: Bill Tornquist Meeting Notes  

 
In response to the letter from Mr. Tornquist, the Project Team met with Mr. Tornquist to 
go over and potentially address his concerns.  The following are notes from that 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Tornquist introduced himself as a veteran, over-the-road driver and longtime 
resident of the Chesterfield neighborhood, allowing him local historical insight and 
national freight movement experience having personally driven the 48 continuous 
United States. 
 
Mr. Tornquist shared his belief that there are existing “criminal elements” in the 
neighborhood, but that a new road won’t solve that problem.  He agreed to attend the 
meeting and listen to the City and project representatives, allowing for the opportunity 
to have his mind changed or be willing to “fight tooth and nail” if he feels the City is 
going to “screw up his neighborhood.”  His belief is that this project is being driven by 
commercial interests (i.e. Darling, Kemin, PDM, Cargill). 
 
Mr. Tornquist does not believe the Connector represents a commuter route opportunity, 
and there are other improvements that would better serve the community: 
 
•  Prefer an overpass bridge (project team replied that excessive costs, with no local 

access improvements would not justify this option) 
•  Straighten (widen) Vandalia/14th Street 
•  Improve SE 30th/Scott 
•  Don’t need bicycle/pedestrian “crap” for access within “the bottoms” 
•  Improve existing old roads 
 
Mr. Tornquist asked for the project team’s definition of “better access.”  His definition is 
more trucks on thin streets.   
 
The project team talked through the federal guidelines for property acquisition and 
homeowner relocation (identify suitable property locations, including moving expenses 
and special equipment considerations) and that the City wants to encourage residents 
and business owners remain in the area. 
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Mr. Tornquist noted the number of renters and older homes in the area, and his concern 
that houses would be too close to the proposed alignment.  He would like to see a focus 
on single-family homes (i.e. not apartments or rental property).  He believes a toll-road 
concept should be implemented to bring the City revenue for surface maintenance and 
improvements. 
 
Mr. Tornquist acknowledged SE 14th often has “cramped traffic.” 
 
Mr. Tornquist believes the area should attract more investors and businesses – the 
project team communicated elements of the City’s economic development plan, 
including the Agrimergent Technology Park and expansion to Kemin’s facilities.   
 
Mr. Tornquist likened Maury/Vandalia traffic to a “raceway” and thinks it will be 
impossible to restrict local traffic to 35 MPH. 
 
Mr. Tornquist would like to see more community-friendly events and activities; block-
parties, skating rink, free-feed’s, etc.  He is fearful that people will move away during or 
after roadway construction, and does not want to see proposed commercial 
development result in abandoned strip-malls.  The Southeast already has a stigma for 
“waste odors.” 
 
Mr. Tornquist noted the need for the bridge south of the river and tank farm for 
improved service from the south (Army Post Country Road). 
 
Mr. Tornquist does not believe the community should be divided with limited access 
points.  He agreed the yellow alignment would provide the “easiest” access.  He 
wanted to ensure that the affected and interested local businesses have had 
opportunities to visit with the project team – the project team communicated the history 
and schedule of those interactions and continued business outreach efforts. 
 
Mr. Tornquist and the project team also discussed zoning issues, existence of area 
junkyards, ATV corridors, bike-path user fees, paratransit driver behavior (“rude”), and 
City police on horseback. 
 
The project team reviewed construction cost estimates and project scheduling logistics 
with Mr. Tornquist.   
 
Mr. Tornquist believes a “big fancy highway” is unnecessary, but hopes that the City 
follows-through on investments and provides viable service without interruption, while 
preserving lakes and parkland.   
 
 




